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Zetland assumed office as Secretary of State for India. The
House of Lords approved of the second reading by 236 votes to
55 but passed the third reading without a division on June 24.
The Bill received the Royal Assent on August 2. On the 7th,
Lord Linlithgow's appointment as Lord Willingdon's successor
was announced. The Indian Central Delimitation Committee
(Chairman—Sir Laurie Hammond) was appointed. Sir Otto
Niemeyer was invited to examine the financial position of the
Central and Provincial Governments. The Report on Indo-
Burma financial relations was issued. Steps were being taken
to develop the Cabinet system in connexion with the Central
Government. The term of the Council of State was extended.
The Government set up a Tariff Board to review the duties on
British textiles. The Assembly refused to consider the Criminal
Law Amendment Bill but it was passed by the Council of State
as certified by the Governor-General. The Viceroy addressed a
joint session of both Houses of the Legislature and urged that
" nothing was to be gained by working the Constitution in a
spirit of mere destruction or by the abandonment of constitu-
tional methods."
1936 - A beginning has been made with the passing of the
numerous Orders in Council required under the Act of 1935 to
set the new constitutional machinery in motion. The Orders
constituting Sind and Orissa as new Provinces from the ist
April, 1936, and the Order delimiting the Excluded Areas have
already been passed, and it is abundantly clear from the spirit
hi which these three Orders were considered in draft form by
Parliament that there will be no drawing back on the part of
the British nation from their intentions as manifested in that
Act. The omens in the Indian sky are also not unfavourable.
Congress has not been able to maintain an unbroken front
against accepting office under the new Constitution. The fare-
well tour of Lord Willingdon in the Indian States has been an
unqualified success. The financial outlook is rapidly clearing, as
is evidenced by the fact that the Finance Member has been able
to declare this year a surplus of no less than Rs. 242 lakhs.
Last, but by no means least, the universality of the mourning
at the passing of King George V is evidence, if evidence were
needed, of the profound devotion of all classes of my country-
men to the Crown, the essential link under the new Constitution
between England and India.

